
COMMON USED SWAHILI
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WITH DETAILED EXPLANATION OF EACH WORD
AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR TRAVELERS

Habari Habari means "hello" or "news" in Swahili

It's a common greeting used to ask about someone's well-being or to start a conversation. It's 

polite and friendly.

Jambo Jambo is another way to say "hello" or "greetings"

It's widely used among tourists and locals alike. It's a friendly way to acknowledge someone's 

presence or begin a conversation.

Ahsante Ahsante means "thank you"

It's an essential word for expressing gratitude in Swahili-speaking countries. Use it to show 

appreciation for any service, help, or kindness received during your travels.



Karibu Karibu means "welcome"

It's often used to invite someone in or to make them feel at home. You might hear it when entering 

shops, homes, or restaurants, showing hospitality.

Pole Pole means "sorry"

It's used to express sympathy or condolences, particularly in situations where someone has 

experienced something unfortunate or distressing. It's a kind and empathetic term.

Tafadhali Tafadhali means "please"

This polite word is useful when requesting something or asking for assistance. It shows respect 

and courtesy in your interactions, making conversations smoother and more pleasant.

Samahani Samahani means "excuse me" or "sorry" 

It's used to apologize for minor inconveniences or to get someone's attention politely. It's a 

versatile and courteous word in various situations.

Ndiyo Ndiyo means "yes"

This affirmative response is essential in agreeing with someone, answering questions positively, or 

confirming information. It's a straightforward and universally understood term.



Hapana Hapana means "no.

It's used to decline offers, disagree, or answer questions negatively. It's important for clear 

communication, ensuring your preferences and boundaries are understood.

Sawa Sawa means "okay" or "alright" 

It's used to agree with someone, acknowledge understanding, or indicate that everything is fine. 

It's a versatile word in everyday conversations.

Lini Lini means "when" 

It's used to ask about the timing of events or actions. It's a key question word, helping you 

understand schedules, appointments, or plans during your travels.

Wapi Wapi means "where"

This question word helps you inquire about locations or directions. It's essential for navigating 

new places, finding destinations, or asking for specific spots in unfamiliar areas.

Nani Nani means "who"

It's used to ask about people or identify someone. This question word is crucial for understanding 

names, roles, or responsibilities, especially when meeting new individuals.



Nini Nini means "what" 

It's a basic question word used to inquire about objects, actions, or situations. It's essential for 

gathering information and understanding various aspects of your surroundings.

Gani Gani means "which"

It's used to specify or distinguish between options. This question word helps clarify choices, 

preferences, or selections, ensuring you get the exact information you need.

Kiasi gani Kiasi gani means "how much"

This phrase is used to ask about quantities, prices, or amounts. It's vital for shopping, budgeting, 

or understanding costs during your travels in Swahili-speaking regions.

Jina lako nani? Jina lako ni nani? means "What is your name?" 

It's a polite way to ask someone their name. This phrase is helpful for introductions and building 

connections with locals or fellow travelers.

Ninaitwa Ninaitwa means "My name is."

It's used to introduce yourself and share your name with others. This phrase is essential for 

making acquaintances and establishing a friendly rapport with new people.



Nimepotea Nimepotea means "I'm lost"

This phrase is crucial for seeking help when you're disoriented or can't find your way. It's a useful 

term for ensuring your safety and getting assistance.

Choo Choo means "toilet"

This word is essential for locating restrooms or asking for bathroom facilities. It's a basic but 

crucial term for any traveler to know and use comfortably.

Maji Maji means "water" 

This word is vital for asking for drinking water, staying hydrated, or requesting water for other 

needs. It's one of the most important words in any language.

Chakula Chakula means "food" 

This word is essential for asking about meals, ordering in restaurants, or discussing food 

preferences. It's a key term for enjoying local cuisine and dining experiences.

Kunywa Kunywa means "drink"

This verb is used to talk about drinking beverages. It's helpful for ordering drinks, discussing 

hydration, or understanding beverage options in various contexts.



Bia Bia means "beer" 

This word is useful for ordering beer in restaurants or bars. It's a common term for enjoying local 

brews or relaxing with a drink after a day of exploring.

Gari Gari means "car" 

This word is essential for discussing transportation, renting vehicles, or understanding travel 

arrangements. It's a basic term for navigating and planning your journeys.

Teksi Teksi means "taxi" 

This word is used to refer to taxi services. It's vital for arranging rides, discussing transportation 

options, or finding your way around cities and towns.

Basi Basi means "bus" 

This word is important for understanding public transportation, asking about bus schedules, or 

navigating bus routes. It's a key term for budget-friendly travel.

Gari Moshi Gari Moshi means "train" 

This word is used to discuss train travel, schedules, or routes. It's essential for understanding 

railway options and planning long-distance journeys efficiently.



Uwanja wa ndege Uwanja wa ndege means "airport" 

This phrase is crucial for navigating air travel, finding airports, or discussing flight details. It's an 

essential term for any traveler using air transportation.

Hifadhi Hifadhi means "reserve" or "sanctuary" 

This word is important for discussing wildlife reserves, protected areas, or natural sanctuaries. It's 

a key term for planning visits to conservation sites.

Safari Safari means "journey" or "trip" 

This word is widely used to refer to travel adventures, particularly wildlife safaris. It's an iconic 

term for exploring and experiencing the beauty of Africa.

Simba Simba means "lion" 

This word is essential for identifying one of Africa's most iconic animals. It's a key term for wildlife 

enthusiasts and those interested in safari experiences.

Tembo Tembo means "elephant" 

This word is used to refer to elephants, a major attraction in wildlife safaris. It's important for 

discussing sightings and understanding local animals.



Twiga Twiga means "giraffe" 

This word is crucial for identifying giraffes, a common sight in African wildlife. It's a term that 

enhances your wildlife vocabulary and safari experiences.

Fisi Fisi means "hyena"

This word is used to refer to hyenas, another prominent animal in African landscapes. It's 

important for discussing wildlife sightings and understanding the ecosystem.

Muongozaji wa 
wageni Muongozaji wa wageni means "guide"

This word is essential for referring to tour guides or safari guides. It's a key term for ensuring you 

have knowledgeable assistance during your explorations.

Njia Njia means "road" or "way" 

This word is used to discuss paths, routes, or directions. It's crucial for navigation and 

understanding the best ways to reach your destinations.

Mahali Mahali means "place" 

This word is used to refer to specific locations or spots. It's a general term that's useful for 

discussing where things are situated or happening.



Kituo Kituo means "station" 

This word is important for referring to bus stations, train stations, or other transit points. It's 

essential for navigating public transportation systems.

Mbuga ya wanyama Mbuga ya wanyama means "wildlife park"

This phrase is used to refer to protected areas where wildlife can be observed. It's a key term for 

planning visits to natural habitats.

Nyumba ya wageni Nyumba ya wageni means "hotel"

This word is essential for finding accommodation, making reservations, or discussing lodging 

options. It's a basic term for ensuring comfortable stays during travels.

Lipi Lipi means "which one" 

This question word helps specify or distinguish among options. It's useful for clarifying choices or 

preferences in various situations, ensuring clear communication.

Bei Bei means "price" 

This word is crucial for discussing costs, asking about prices, or negotiating deals. It's an important 

term for budgeting and making purchases during travels.



Duka Duka means "shop" 

This word is used to refer to stores or shops where goods are sold. It's essential for finding places 

to buy items, souvenirs, or necessities.

Soko Soko means "market" 

This word is important for locating local markets, discussing market activities, or exploring 

traditional shopping areas. It's a key term for experiencing local culture.

Mji Mji means "town" or "city" 

This word is used to discuss urban areas, destinations, or travel plans. It's essential for 

understanding the geography and planning visits to different places.

Mji Mkuu Mji mkuu means "capital city"

This phrase is crucial for identifying the main city of a country. It's important for understanding 

political and cultural centers during your travels.

Bahari Bahari means "ocean" or "sea"

This word is used to refer to large bodies of water. It's essential for discussing coastal areas, 

planning beach trips, or understanding geographical features.



We appreciate you taking the time to read through our document. 
Thank you!

Mlima Mlima means "mountain" 

This word is used to refer to mountainous regions. It's important for discussing hiking, climbing, or 

exploring natural landscapes and scenic views.

Picha Picha means "picture" or "photo" 

This word is essential for talking about photography, taking pictures, or sharing visual memories. 

It's a key term for documenting and remembering your travels.
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